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FactoryLink SendMail Task
for

FactoryLink 7.0

The SendMail utility is a FactoryLink task which supports the SMTP protocol to send mail. SMTP for those not familiar with all the internet protocols is the protocol used to send internet email. Additional the task supports the SNTP protocol, allowing you to read the current time from any SNTP server, and to synchronize the local system time with the SNTP server.
· Internet mail (SMTP)
The SendMail utility is capable of sending internet email, an email message consists out of a subject, body text and file-attachements. Using the SMTP protocol allows you to send email directly to the internet, including auto-dial of your internet service provider, or using your mail-server (like Microsoft Exchange) to send the messages. Using the internet even sending of email messages to mobile phones is possible.  Register the phonenumber by one of the service providers available, and you are able to send email (that is the subject of the email message) to a mobile phone. Normally your mobile phone will have its own email address, see for example in the Netherlands: www.gin.nl, your mobile phone will get the email address: +316xxxxxxxx@gin.nl. By using email, the protocol used to send mail is SMTP, this will work world-wide, using SMS the protocol to use depends on the (local) service provider and is therefore a less flexible solution.
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Figure 1. Mailserver definition.

· Time synchronisation
The task is able to retrieve the current time from a NTP server, and to synchronize the time on the local system with the server-time. For a system running Windows 2000, the NTP server is a service called ‘Windows Time’.
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Figure 2. Windows Time service for NTP server.

Reading and synchronisation of the time from server is directly done from a FactoryLink application and e.g. can be scheduled from the Timer task. The following information is retrieved, together with the time:
                            
DD/MM/YYYY  
HH:MM:SS.MS

Client Originate Date:   
03/03/2002 
16:31:39.696

Server Receive Date:    
03/03/2002 
16:31:39.696

Server Transmit Date    
03/03/2002 
16:31:39.696

Client Destination Date: 
03/03/2002 
16:31:39.696

Round trip delay: 
0.000000 seconds

Local clock offset: 
-0.000000 seconds
· System requirements
The FLNTsys utility will install and run on any IBM PC or PC-compatible computer equipped with:

· A processor equivalent to an Intel 80486 or later. RLD Automation recommends at least an Intel Pentium-class or compatible processor.

· A diskette station.

· At least 1.5 Mb of free hard disk space.

· Microsoft Windwos NT 4.0, with at least service pack 4 installed, or Windows 2000.

· USDATA FactoryLink 7.0, with service pack 1
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